
stressed by the “obligation” to 

buy more stuff. Remember, if you 

“have to” give something it’s not 

a gift! Buying things people need 

without going into debt is great, 

but spending less this year might 

mean writing encouraging  letters 

to loved ones, expressing heart-

felt appreciation in cards, and 

letting your gift be your love for 

the people around you. If we 

spend less on pointless gifts, 

maybe we can give more effec-

tively. For years now my brother 

and sisters have given gifts from 

the World Vision Catalog of 

Hope to our parents. They are 

happy to know that a needy fam-

ily has received a goat or chick-

ens, or a community has had 

their Medical Clinic restocked 

because of Christmas. 

(Continued on page 2) 

A new movement, called the 

“Advent Conspiracy” began a 

couple years ago when a few 

churches in one city decided that 

“Keeping Christ in Christmas” 

required four things:  

 Worship Fully 

 Spend Less 

 Give More 

 Love All 

The “conspiracy” to put the fo-

cus back on Jesus has spread 

through the internet to Chris-

tians all around the world. 

When you think about it, Christ-

mas is about worship! “Worship 

Christ the new-born King.” 

Worshipping fully means recog-

nizing Jesus as God with us. 

Worship is really letting Jesus 

have our attention, letting Jesus 

be the reason for everything we 

do, giving praise to Jesus, and 

focusing on the reasons we have 

to be thankful to God.  

“Spending Less” and “Giving 

More” are keys for Joy in Christ-

mas, because sometimes we are 

I  want to wish everyone of  you a very merry Christmas, 

with the prayer that you may enjoy all the hope, peace, and 

healing that Jesus came to bring.  The Christmas season is full 

of opportunities to reconnect with Jesus, and get a new start 

on the journey of faith. 

I also hope and pray that the New Year will bring you every 

spiritual blessing from our Lord.  

 

The Advent candles symbol-

ize the hope, peace, joy and 

love that Christ brings  us. 

Advent Conspiracy? 
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Merry Christmas! 
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Sunday: 

10:00am Worship 

2:00pm Family Church 

(starting again Jan 24) 

Monday: 

7:00pm Youth Drop in 

Tuesday: 

1:00pm Social Club, 

(2nd & 4th Tuesdays) 

1:00pm Bridge Club 

(1st &3rd Tuesdays) 

Wednesday: 

7:30pm Bible Study 

Thursday: 

10:30am Bible Study 

(2825 Laurier St. .) 

7:30pm Choir 

Saturday: 

9:00am Men’s Breakfast 

(Fourth Saturday of 

Month) 

9:30am  Quilting Club 

(first Saturday) 
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Worship Fully 

Spend Less 

Give More 

Love All 

Lise Baxter’s new 

book is available now 

through the church 

Advent Conspiracy? (cont’d) 

The Alpha Program & Family Church 

What a Friend we have in Jesus 
Lise Baxter, wife of a former 

St. Andrew’s Pastor, the Rev. 

Neil Baxter, is a spiritual direc-

tor to many women in the 

area. This past year she has 

written her seventh book, The 

following is an excerpt from it: 

You know, our private prayers 

could sound a bit like talking to 

a friend. Our friend talks, we 

listen; then we talk and we 

share some of the happenings 

in our lives. 

Let’s just imagine for a mo-

ment that Jesus Himself is the 

Our first 10 week Alpha 

course was a great success, so 

look for more information in 

the New Year. 

Invite your friends and 

neighbours, and plan on com-

ing yourself to learn more.   

 

 

Two new programs 

were launched this year, 

as St. Andrew’s seeks to 

have a greater impact on 

Clarence– Rockland. 

The Alpha Course: 

Alpha examines 

“Questions of Life” in a 

friendly, open atmos-

phere. 

Family Church- a new 

weekly program for parents 

and children was launched on 

October 4th at 2:00pm. At 

Family Church parents and 

their children worship, create 

and have fun together while 

growing in faith.  Come out 

when we restart for the New 

Year on January 24! 

the homeless, or sharing your 

Christmas dinner with 

neighbours who are distant 

from their own family. 

You might want to visit the 

website “Advent Conspiracy” 

to see how people are cele-

brating Christmas with a 

stronger focus on Jesus.  So 

this Christmas “Worship Fully” 

take every opportunity to 

celebrate Jesus! Even if this is a 

Christmas where many have to 

spend less, we can still “Give 

More” of what really counts: 

encouragement, help, and 

thanks! Above all we can still 

“Love All” as our Lord has 

commanded, and in this way 

truly keep the “Christ” in 

Christmas 

Jesus came to restore us to 

perfect love. “Love All” is the 

theme of his teaching. Stressful 

worldly Christmases can add 

to strife in families, but an 

Advent Conspiracy Christmas 

would be one where we 

reach out to those who are 

left out. That might mean 

patiently trying to patch up an 

old friendship, or spending 

time cheering seniors, serving 

The Alpha 

Program 

runs world-

wide in all 

kinds of 

Christian 

Churches 

N E W S  S T . A N D  

friend sitting with us and listen-

ing to every word we speak, 

and He nods and understands. 

. . Now isn’t this really a privi-

lege??? Would we tell Him 

every little thing that is bother-

ing us right now? Could we 

share all our fears, our wor-

ries, our joys and, as the hymn 

goes, would we tell Him every-

thing? 

It says in Matthew, Chapter 6, 

verse 6, which we read before, 

“to pray privately to your Fa-

ther who is with you.” Really, 

when we think of it what more 

could we possibly need??? God 

promises to be right there 

with us when we bring him our 

requests and, not only that, He 

also says “He will reward us.” 

This maybe where some of us 

run into a little bit of difficulty. 

And the real question is, do 

we really trust God with our 

petitions? 

Finding God’s Hand in Our Every-

day Lives is available for $15. 

All proceeds will go to the 

Canadian Bible Society. 



“What will 

we become 

as we grow 

up in 

Christ?” 

Baby Jesus 
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When you look at a baby you 

rarely know what the baby could 

become. As I perform dedications 

or baptisms I often wonder- Am I 

holding a missionary or pastor in 

my arms? Could this baby become a 

doctor caring for the sick, or a 

writer sharing hope with the world?  

With Jesus we know exactly what 

this baby will do- through Scripture 

we have the evidence of his charac-

ter, his mission, his suffering, and 

his accomplishments. Even before 

he was born a student of the law 

and the prophets could read of the 

promises and plans 

that God the Father 

had for his Son. God 

fulfilled every plan 

and promise he 

made regarding 

Jesus. 

When we are of-

fered a new birth in Christ, by turn-

ing away from sin, trusting in Him 

and accepting Him as Lord, we 

really become a new creation, 

babes in Christ. What will we be-

come as we grow up in Christ? 

Some people are afraid that there is 

too much water under the bridge, 

too many mistakes, hurts, and bad 

decisions in their lives to ever be-

come anything great in Christ. But 

take heart! The tiny baby in the 

Bethlehem stable, the refugee from 

Herod, the carpenter’s son from  

Galilee, “despised and rejected of 

men” became the Saviour of the 

Earth, the lynchpin of History, and 

was given the name which is above 

every name, the only name under 

heaven by which all people must be 

saved!  

With God all things are possible, 

and in Christ, “the old has passed 

away, everything has become new.” 

Sometimes the process is slow, but 

in Jesus the outcome is certain. 

“For I know the plans I have for 

you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a fu-

ture.” God can fulfill every plan and 

promise he has for you.  

Will you commit yourself to the 

plans God has for you? Will you 

allow Jesus to make all things new 

in your life? What God is able to 

accomplish in your life and mine is 

more than anyone can imagine. So 

put your hope in Him and follow, 

trusting him in everything.  

The child 

in the man-

ger has 

come to 

make all 

things new. 

We need to update our church direc-

tory, and we are especially anxious to 

get up-to-date email addresses, so we 

can save money on postage. You can 

help by e-mailing us at rockland-

church@gmail.com . Names of all family 

members, home address, mailing ad-

dress, phone numbers and emails are 

needed, and we also like to know birth-

dates and anniversaries so we can send 

our best wishes!   

Directory Updates 

When the minister is only working half time, 

it’s impossible to do everything. Over the 

past 5 years, we have had  weekly worship, 

and great small groups,, but pastoral care has 

been harder to deliver. In 2010, I will be 

adjusting my schedule to allow me to spend 

Tuesday mornings in the church office, from 

9:30-noon. Anyone wishing to drop by in 

that time is most welcome to do so,, 

whether it is just to say hello, or to talk 

about spiritual issues. In addition, I will also 

be trying to find more time for pastoral vis-

its.  Our church secretary, Nancy Levesque 

will be helping me schedule these visits. 

 

 

2010– Ministry Goals 

As of December 13  we've collected $1,885 

for United Church M&S fund (World Devel-

opment and Relief).   As a congregation our 

focus is clearly on the two global ministries 

we support: We've already collected for 

Bright Hope and Wycliffe Bible Translators a 

combined $3,439, exceeding our goal of 

$1000 each.  As a result we will direct all 

special Christmas Missions offering to the 

Canadian Bible society. 

We are looking for a new missions treasurer 

in the new year, so if you believe that our 

support of world missions is a vital part of 

being a healthy church, please contact us to 

find out more.  

Missions– Well Done! 



 

Dec 20 ADVENT 4 Love 

 10:00 am "Do you believe in Christmas?" 

Dec 24 Wednesday CHRISTMAS EVE  

 6:30 pm Redeemer Christmas Eve Service  

    @ Redeemer Alliance Church* 
 11:00pm "Upon a Midnight Clear" (Communion) 

Dec 25 Thursday, CHRISTMAS MORN 

11:00 am "A Birthday Party for Jesus"- our annual Pa-

jama party. Bring the kids (and their favourite gift) for a 

brief service of carols, birthday cake (and coffee for us!) 

2010  
January 17, Annual Congregational Meeting, Sunday, after Church. 

 

 
* at Redeemer Alliance Church (Innes Rd, Orleans, between 10th Line and Trim Road). 

P.O. Box 509 

739 Saint Jean Street 

Rockland, Ontario 

K4K 1K6 

Church Office: 613-446-5576 

Pastor’s Cell: 613-277-6437 

Church Secretary (Nancy): 613-446-0166 

E-mail: rocklandchurch@sympatico.ca 

Rockland St. Andrew’s United Church is de-

voted to proclaiming Jesus as the Son of God 

and Saviour of the whole world. We seek to be 

knitted together in love, and to worship, learn, 

and serve together, sharing the good news of 

God’s love and salvation with our community. 

 

We hope you find us a friendly, caring congre-

gation, and that you will join with us as we 

grow in hope, faith and love together. 

Saint Andrew’s United Church, 

Rockland 

Advent Calendar 

Serving Christ in Rockland since 1904. 

St Andrew’s 
Rockland 

Go to www.tinyurl.com/stauccalendar  

for our online google calendar. 

http://www.tinyurl.com/stauccalendar

